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October 16, 2006
Prince George Citizen

P.O. Box 5700, 150 Brunswick Street 
Prince George, BC, V2L 5K9

Attention: Editor
Greetings from Kamloops!  This letter is to raise awareness of the upcoming termination of CBC for all rabbit-ear viewers as CKPG moves towards dropping its CBC programs.   Here in Kamloops, our local station, CFJC, parted ways with CBC in February 2006 (until then, we received approximately 9 hours of CBC daily).   Those residents of Kamloops who get their television over rabbit-ears no longer get ANY CBC.  No National, no Hockey Night in Canada, no Nature of Things, nothing!  We are left with two feeds of Americanized garbage-vision (Global)! This will happen to Prince George and its broadcast region unless the citizens ACT NOW!

The Jim Pattison Group, who owns several broadcasters in BC and Alberta, has typically carried large chunks of CBC as part of its daily schedule.  CBC is expensive and in order to remain profitable many stations have received approval from the CRTC to drop CBC in exchange for less expensive (and low quality) Global feeds.  In cities such as Kelowna, Vernon, Salmon Arm and Penticton (to name a few), the CBC has constructed new broadcasting equipment to maintain CBC for their residents.  In Kamloops, the CBC has decided that they will not do this.  Our community of 82,000 is now cut off and Prince George may be next.

Why should Prince George and its region care?  Lots of people have cable or satellite these days, but there are some who choose not to subscribe or cannot afford the added monthly expense.  Typically its seniors, students, and fixed income families who still use rabbit-ears to get their news, hockey, and Canadian content shows.   Each of us has already paid for our right to view the CBC through our tax-dollars and now we ALL have to pay again!  Secondly, its getting harder to pry ourselves out from the under the shadow of US television and losing the CBC has only made it harder for us to tap into Canadian content programs.  Lastly, the CBC has been the service keeping us connected from coast to coast to coast.  Some may say its what unifies us as a country.  To lose it may be the beginning of a sad trend of national fragmentation.

What can Prince George can do?  The CRTC will require that CKPG hold a public meeting to hear out the concerns of residents.  Residents MUST attend this meeting and voice their concerns.  In Kamloops, we were “asleep at the switch” and attendance was low.  Since the CRTC sensed that no one opposed the decision, it was approved.  You must write letters to CBC, CRTC, MP Dick Harris, and Bev Oda, Minister of Heritage.  Also, check out our website for more details:  www.saveourcbckamloops.ca and write to us.  Save Our CBC Kamloops will do what we can to help Prince George and the surrounding region keep the CBC for everyone!!!

Thanks for reading and good luck!  

Sincerely,
Pam Astbury

Save Our CBC Kamloops

President

CC: Council of Canadians – Prince George / MP Dick Harris / Hon. Bev Oda / CRTC /

       Robert Robinovitch – CBC President / Editor - Vancouver Sun

